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Vancouver Airport gave us our first 
unpleasant experience of the trip when 
we had the misfortune to come across 

a most unfriendly baggage check in man.  
Fortunately that experience was quickly 
negated by the lady whom we met next.  
Maybe we caught him on a bad hair day.

The flight to Toronto was uneventful.  
Soon after landing,  we were delivered 
to our centrally located Holiday Inn 

Hotel in downtown Toronto.  That 
evening we found a nearby ‘pub’, the 
Elephant and Castle, for dinner.  

Early the next day we took the tour out 
to Niagara Falls, a couple of hours away.  
Along the way we stopped briefly at the 

Caroline Winery, but of course, we 
were all keen to get to those mighty 
Falls.  Our first views of the Falls was 
from the restaurant where we enjoyed 

a yummy buffet lunch.  Finally it was 
time to board the ‘Maid in the Mist’ to 
sail right up to and into the mist and 

thundering roar of the falls.  They are so 
much more imposing up close.  
Although we had donned glamorous 

purple/blue raincoats, we were 
saturated in no time at all, and it was 

very challenging taking photos and 
videos.  I think we  (and our cameras) 
managed pretty well despite our 

soaking. 

After our up close and personal 
experience of the Falls, we took a 
helicopter ride over them for a 

different aspect.  It was absolutely 
spectacular as our pilot circled around 
them.

There was even more activity then 
usual at Niagara, as Nick Wallendar was 
preparing to walk a tight rope over the 

Canadian (Horseshoe) Falls in the 
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evening.  We saw all the infrastructure 
in place in readiness for the event. Back 
at our hotel that evening we watched 

the TV coverage of his successful 
crossing of the Falls.

On our return trip to Toronto we 
stopped off at the pretty little town of 

‘Niagara on the River’.  
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